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Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
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Source:
English translation of statement printed on p. 118 in VOICES OF THE
ENSLAVED IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY CUBA: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY, edited
by Gloria García Rodríguez. Translated by Nancy L. Westrate. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2011. Copyright © 2011 by the University of North Carolina Press. Used by
permission of the publisher. www.uncpress.org.

Comments:

None

Text of Account:
English translation –
p. 118:
“Rancho Veloz, July 31, 1840
Statement of Victor Gangá, age unknown, single, contramayoral.
. . . Yesterday, the mayoral sent the hands out to the fields, and he assigned the ladinos to a
different chore. The mayoral left with the bozals. He ordered the deponent to go and look for a
horse and tie it up out there in the field. He did as he was told, following the mayoral along with
the bozals. . . . And as the deponent led the horse toward the mayoral and the bozals, he saw that
the bozals were coming toward him very hurriedly, machetes in hand, as though to attack him.
He saw that while the mayoral had left mounted, now that horse was roaming loose. He did not
see the mayoral around anywhere. Hence, in order to escape the furor of the mutineers, he
loosened the horse that he had been leading by the hand, and fled to find safe haven in the
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carpenter’s quarters, with the assailants at his heals. At this, he called out to the carpenter and the
doctor, alerting them as to the situation, and when he was sure that they [the mutineers] had
gone, he left there and went on to notify his master . . . Asked who was pursuing him, he said
that, in reality, it was none other than Fermín, a Lucumí, who threatened him with his work
machete. Although there were four or five others, they were quite a distance away from him, and
he could not recognize them . . . he was not aware (of any possible grievances), but Lucumí
bozals were full of brio, just like all of their compatriots. It was Fermín who, for the most part,
tended to be most withdrawn and uncommunicative, even with his own countrymen . . . (the
mayoral) not only did not punish them, but he actually preferred them to the ladinos, not unduly
pressing them in their work, and allotting them special clothing . . .”
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